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76 SCRIPTURE, LOGIC, LANGUAGE

different from NM, there are important passages, such as PSIV, k. 6 and
PSV ad cir., which do give evidence that the thesis, while not a sédhana,
could be present. PSIV, k. 6 has already been given above, but now con-
sider Dignaga’s own commentary to this verse in PSVa:

PSVa ad PS 1V, k.6: i ltar phyogs kyi chos nyid bstan pa’i don
du gtan tshigs kyi tshig yin no // de rjes su dpag par bya ba dang
med na mi ‘byung ba nyid du bstan pa’i don du dpe’i tshig yin
no // rjes su dpag par bya ba bstan pa’i don du phyogs kyi tshig
brjod do // “Thus, the statement of the reason is for the pur-
pose of showing the paksadharmatva. The statement of the
example is to show that the [reason] has a necessary connec-
tion with the inferendum (anumeya). One states the thesis-
statement in order to show the inferendum [itself].”

Dharmakirti’s commentators on his PV IV, k. 18 were obviously
troubled by the fact that k. 18 seemed in contradiction with Dignaga’s
PS IV, k. 6, and they devised various tortuous explanations to resolve
the apparent contradiction so that they could continue to maintain that
Dignaga completely rejected the thesis-statement. These types of explan-
ations might have been possible for PS IV, k. 6 taken in isolation, but
they become extremely problematic in the light of PSV. The coup de
gréce, however, comes from the fact that PS IV, k. 6, along with the
quoted passage (and more) from the PSV, is also found in Dignaga’s ear-
lier work, the Nygyamukhba,” and that in NM’s system the thesis-state-
ment does indeed figure in a parirthinuména. Now, we cannot reasonably
interpret NM k. 13fL. along the lines of Dharmakirti’s commentators,
but have to take it as showing that the thesis is stated. Hence, either the
same passages would have to mean two radically different things in two
different texts of Dignaga—an unlikely prospect—or Prajiakaragupta’s
and Santaraksita’s approaches are impossible.

In short, as typically happens in Indian philosophy, commentators
are reluctant to admit that there was an evolution and an historical de-
velopment of certain notions. If, however, we take a more evolutionary
view, we should get the following result: True, Dignaga did make a
change in his positions in NM and PS on the questions of the thesis-
statement being a sédhana and the fallacy of nyanata being incurred if
it is absent, but in PS he still kept some holdovers from his earlier views.
Specifically, the lack of a thesis-statement ceases to be a criticizable fal-
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lacy in PS, but nonetheless, there is still a theoretical justification for stat-
ing a thesis in a pardrthinumadna. Dharmakirt initially inherited this
view (although in his actual practice of pardrthanuména he never actu-
ally stated theses), but then moved gradually to simplify Dignaga’s in-
elegant theoretical stance.

Syllogisms

What implications does this revised version of the history of paksava-
cana have for our philosophical comparison between pararthinumaina
and syllogisms? A catalyst for the present reflections is a recent book by
V. A. van Bijlert, who makes three basic criticisms of my 1984 article:
(a) Dignaga did accord some place for the thesis-statement in a pardr-
thanumana; (b) hence, my anti-syllogism polemic is unfounded or too
strong; (c) there are significant similarities between the Buddhist parar-
thanumdna and Aristotelian syllogisms.'® Van Bijlert’s book is a generally
valuable contribution and raises some interesting questions concerning
the specific problem of pardrthanumina. In effect, | think that the above
discussion and Inami’s paper show that van Bijlert is basically right on
the first point.” The errors in his second and third points should become
clearer below.

To take up (b), the revised historical account of paksavacanain pardr-
thanumdéna does not change my earlier point that the thesis-expression,
contrary to the conclusion in a syllogism, is fundamentally irrelevant in
an inference-for-others. In fact, the basic metalogical views in PS and
PV concerning what is and is not a sédhana already implied that the the-
sis-statement was a more or less useless appendage, although it took
Dharmakirti some reflection to actually arrive at the explicit position
that it was thoroughly useless and should be banned. In making a logi-
cal comparison between pardrthanumaina and syllogisms, then, I would
maintain that we can profitably disregard the tortuous historical process
that it took for the Buddhist writers to work out the implications of
their own key ideas. If we wish to speak of a pararthanumainaas a logical
form and make philosophical analyses about what is and is not crucial
to it, we do better to speak about the fully developed form where the
extraneous elements, such as the useless paksavacana, have been con-
sciously eliminated. In discussions on comparative logic there is a cer-

- tain justifiable simplicity in relegating the Buddhists’ actual discovery of
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